
Scribble Bot Station for MAET Makerfaire

Team Members: Christen Woodruff @cBwoodruff
  Shari Saddison @ssaddison1

Purpose: Participants will use a Scribble Bot to learn to create art in 
an unconventional way. 

Possible Content and Vocabulary to incorporate:
-Lines (Curvy, swirly, zig zag, wavy, straight)
-Color Wheel
-Analogous and Complementary colors
-Cool and Warm colors
-Color and how it relates to emotions
-Emotions
-Abstract

Materials: 
-1.5-3.0 volt motor (10)  App. $5-$10 each
-10 Batteries (AA) App. $9 
-duck tape
-Recycled containers (fruit basket, yogurt, sour cream, solo cups, 
lids)
-Wood, hot glue sticks, clay, playdough to use as weight
-12x18 white construction paper/cardstock 
-Roll out paper (for table cover)
-Markers

Plan for Scribble Bot Station:
 
-We will be setting up our station on the floor. To protect the floor 
we will roll out table cloth and possibly tape sections together. 

-We plan to have materials for 7 scribble bots total. (7 motors and 3-
4 markers connected to various recycled containers using duct tape 
and hot glue) 



Plan continued….

-To change the rotation of the scribble bot you can place either a glue stick or 
piece of clay on the end of the motor. We have found that glue sticks work the 
best. To personalize the scribble bot experience we will tape clothespins to the side 
of the the recycled container, allowing participants to choose their color of 
markers.

-We plan to have 5 scribble bots made and two that are parts and pieces available in 
our makerspace.  (We want to allow an experience for some participants that are 
interested in the making and assembling of the scribble bots). 

As participants enter:
● A friendly welcome
● Ask them to look at the color wheel. Ask them how they are feeling today.  

This is using part of How People Learn by assessing prior knowledge of color 
terminology.  (This will direct the questions and prompts we will ask).

● Questions/Prompts: 
○ What 3-4 colors would you use to describe your emotions and moods 

today?  
○ Use happy (yellow)  and sad (blue) for examples if they don’t know how 

to pair colors to emotion.
● Hand them a piece of paper. Allow them to attach 3-4 markers to the scribble 

bot or choose a bot that already has markers attached.   
● If we have an opportunity to discuss their scribble bot art creation we might 

ask them about the lines their scribble bot produced. We could also prompt 
them to analyze the mood or emotions within the lines they created. 

● Further extensions and transfer: 
○ We could prompt them to move the glue stick to make new types  of 

lines. 
○ Ask what shapes or objects they see in their design and they can add 

details to that to create an abstract piece of art.

Questions we have:
1. What should be our on switch for scribble bots? 

-having to attach wire with tape or inserting battery?
  2.   How should we organize and distribute paper to participants?

Inspiration:
http://tinkering.exploratorium.edu/sites/default/files/Instructions/scribbling_machines.
pdf
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